
~ SMITH & WESSON~

MODEL 32 - .38 TERRIER

MODEL 33 - .38 REGULATION POLICE

PARTS LIST • INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE • MAINTENANCE

SPECIFICATIONS • GUARANTEE

SPECIFICATIONS
Caliber .

Number of Shots..

Barrel

Length Overall .

Weight..

.38 S&W

5

Model 32 - 2"
Model 33 - 4"

Model 32 - 6';'''
Model 33 - 8~"

Model32 17 oz.
Model 33 - 18 oz.

Sights

Frame .

Stocks ...............•..

Finish .

Ammunition

Front: Fixed, I/IO-inch
serrated ramp.
Rear: Square notch

Model 32 - Round Butt
Model 33 - Square Butt

Checked walnut Magna
with S&W monograms

S&W Blue or N iekel

.38 S&W

SMITH & WESSON, INC.
SPRJNGFIELD. MASS., U.S.A.



SMITH & WESSON
MODEL 32 - .38 TERRIER

MODEL 33 - .38 REGULATION POLICE

SERIAL NO.

<

5S91

o

5617

5304

/-~,?__-56al

SMITH &. WESSON

?
5091

5319

"
5326

5323

5674

50625484

5325

5321

STATEMENT OF LIABILITY
Thh a:Ufl I. classified lUI iii FIREARM or DANGEROUS WEAPON snd Ie surrendered by UII with the expres8 under­
Itllndlnll. that we 'U1sume no liability for Its fe-sale or 119fe handling under local laws Bnd regulations. Smith ....
We ••on a ••umes no responsibility for physicfll Injury or property damage resulting from either intentional or
IIccldentul discharge, or for the function of any gun subjected to influences beyond their control, and will honor
no claims which may result from carele •• htondling, unauthorized adjustments, defective or improper ammunition,
corrollion or n"'alect.

For your protection, eIamlne your ~un carefully at the tIme of purchase, then fill out and mall to us promptl,.
the rei!atration card bearlni your gun s aerial number which accompanies all new guns.

WARRANTY
The company will replace or adjust to its commercial standard any gun or part thereof returned prepaid to the
factory and found by us to be defective in either material or workmanship. Such service will be made free of
chafll:e for one year from date of rei!stered purchase. This warranty and statement of liability supersedea all
p-evJoua warranties and commitment Ill.

April 15,1955



SMITH & WESSON

MODEL 32 - .38 TERRIER

MODEL 33 - .38 REGULAnON POLICE

PARTS LIST

'IICIS ."ICTIVI JANUAIY " 1960 - Sublec:t to Chon._ Without No'ic. - MINIMUM OIDII 50_

No. Price No. Nil".. .. Priu

Trigger ._ ...

Trigger Lever.

Dolt Plunger _, ..

Stock, Magna, square butt, left.

Stock, Magna, square butt, right. _ .

Bolt ....

Rebound Slide..

Extractor Rod for 4" Barrel. .

Thumb Piece. .....

Yoke..

Extractor Rod for 2" BarreL. .

Cylinder, with extractor, pins &
gas ring ...

Frame, round butt, with studs,
bushing & lug ....

Frame, square butt, with studs,
bushing & tug.

Oarrel, 2".

Barrel, 4" ..

Mainspring

Thumb Piece Screw

Cylinder Stop .

Cylinder Stop Spring

5014

5024

5045

5054

5054

501)2

5074

5091

5147

5203

5216

5220

5224

5227

5239

5246

5260

5277

5278

5278

5278

5279

5281

5283

5291

5293

5294

5296

5301

5302

5303

5303

5303

Extractor Pins

Locking Bolt Pin.

Locking Bolt Spring ...

Bolt Plunger Spring ..

Scar Spring.

Stock Pin ..

Rebound Slide Spring

Plate Screw, flat

Locking Bolt

Barrel Pin .

'\tamspring Swivel

Center Pin for 2" Barrel.

Center Pin for 4" Barrel.

Center Pin Spring ..

Extractor.

Gas Ring ....

Extractor Spring.

Hammer Stud.

Cylinder Stop Stud

Rebound Slide Stud

Trigger Stud.

Hammer Nose Bushing.

Frame Lug ..

llammer, with Hammer Nose &
Rivet...

Hammer Nose.

Hammer Nose Rivet..

Hammer Block.

Hand with Stud ..

Hand Pin .

Hand Spring ..

Hand Spring Torsion Pin ...

Sear Pin. ...

Trigger Lever Pin

...... .$ .10

. 10

.20

.25

. 25

.10

.50

.20

.80

. 10

.90

1.00

1.00

.20

4.00

.40

.30

.50

. 50

.50

.50

. 50

.50

3.50

. 75

.20

.80

1.20

.10

.20

.10

. 10

.10

5304

5309

5311

5315

5317

5319

5321

5323

5325

5326

5330

5336

5337

5355

5484

5485

5609

5616

5650

5659

5662

5665

5667

5672

5674

5677

5681

5749

5839

5924

5959

Hand Spring Pin, .. _

Mainspring Rod ..

Plate Screw, crowned.

Rebound Slide Pin ....

Sear .

Side Plate

Stock, Magna, round butt, left.

Stock, Magna, round butt. right.

Escutcheon

Escutcheon Nut .

Stock Screw .....

....$ .10

1.60

.20

.10

.90

6.50

2.50

2.50

.30

.30

.30

3.75

.50

.20

2.50

2.50

2.60

2.50

1.00

2.00

5.60

1.00

14.00

30.00

30.00

12.00

12.00

.60

.30

1.50

.20

SERVICE
Should yoW" Smith &: Wuson revolver require ad­
justment, repair or refinishing, we recommend most
sincerely that the weapon be returned to the factory.
There is no ocher way to insure that the work will
be dooe in a properly equipped and staHed shop.

Charges are very reasonable, being based on
the cost of pam replaced plw a labor charge for
the time expended on the ;ob. A labor charge for
one hour is usually sufficient to cover .11 but very
extensive overh.ul ;obs.

Revolven returned to the factory should be
MARKED FOR THE ATIENTION OF THE
SERVICE DEPARTMENT. A letter of instructions
should be endOled with the gun, and shipmnlt

by individuals must be made by Prepaid R.a.il ....y
Express. Adherence to tbe5C suggestions will pre­
vent loss of time in handling at tbE. factory.

When returning SUDS for set'Vicc, please reo
mo'Ve custom stocks aDd bolst:en. We can DOC:: assume
responsibility for these items.

When yoW" revolver IU'rives in our Service {)e..

panment, it ...ill be very carefully inspected, to­
gether ...ith your letter of instructions_ Next, a
quoution coverin, tocal cost of work to be per­
formed will be sent to you. No aetua.l work will
be commenced before receiving your approval of
our Quoution unless you speci6cally authorize us
to do so.



Many weapons require stripping or at Jeast partial
disassembly in order to clean and oil them properly.
This does not apply to the revolver. which may be
cleaned and lubricated under all normal circum­
stances without removing a single pin or screw.

Jf at any time disassembly of the weapon is
indicated for repairs, etc. it is recommended that
the gun be returned to the factory, or you should
at least employ the services of a qualified gunsmith.

To keep revolvers in proper condition, and to
insure perfect functioning in time of need, it is
essential that they be kept clean and coated with
a rust inhibiting oil. Care is required to prevent
rust, especially in damp, humid climates, or when
sweaty hands come in contact with the guns.

To clean the revolver as required when the
weapon is not fired, or when kept in storage, rub
it cxternally with a lightly oiled cloth, and then
swab out the bore and cylinder chambers with an
oily flannel patch. Remove excess oil but leave a
light film to protect the arm against rusting. Clean
out all crevices with a small clean brush.

For cleaning after firing. scrub out the bore
and chambers with an approved nitro solvent, and
then use a bru~h dipped in sohent to remove all
deposits from around the breech of the barrel, ex­
tractor head, and other adjacent areas which ha\'e
been subjected to the action of powder or primer
residue. If there is any evidence of lead panicles,
or other foreign matter left in bore or chambers,
it is well to scrub these parts further with a bronze
or brass brush dipped in powder sol vent.

After cleaning off the entire gun with nitro or
powder solvent, remove all traces of the solvent,
both on the exterior of the gun and in the bore and
chambers, following immediately thereafter with
the application of a light film of oil. Note that
there is usually some residue in the steel of both
barrel and cylinder that works out and becomes
apparent within from 24 hours to 48 hours after
the initial cleaning. This can be removed with a
brislle brush with perhaps a light re-Application
of powder solvent, after which the oil film should
be re·established on all surfaces.

The above applies if ammunition used is of
American manufacture, incorporating smokeless
powders and non-corrosive primers. If ocher than
smokeless powders and non-corrosive primers are
used in these revolvers then cleaning methods
should be adjust(.'<1 accordingly.

Do not store revolvers with a plug in the bar·
rel, since this is a contributing factor to sweating.
By the same token, maintenance or storage rooms
should be kept at a constant temperature with the
It'ast possible humidity, and the guns should tlol be
SI0n..'<1 encased in anything which will attract or
hold moisture. such as leather.

Jf rnol \ en are to be stored for a long period
of timt'. the internal mechanism of the lock work
should be hea\ ily oiled with an acid free lubricat­
inK oil. and lhe exterior of the guns, as well as the
bore uf the barrel and the charge holes of the
cylinder, should be heavily coated With, an an~i-rust

oil. It is an established fact that mOIsture IS the
greatest enemy of metallic objects, p.a~ticularl}: in
climales where temperaturc and humidity arc high,
and salt air is present. Extreme care should be ex­
ercised thai all metallic surfaces be kept dean and
Oiled, and chI;' wood stocks on the revol\'ers shoul~
be inspt'eted for cracks caused by moisture. ~ ~t1.

odlCal coat of raw linseed oil, well rubbed 10 with
lhe hand, will help to prev~nt the splitti!18 of
stocks, but care must be exerCised that the hns~ed
uil docs not Kct into the mt.'Chaaism or on movJOg
parts, as It has a tendency to gum when dry.

Function
Th~ Smith & Wesson .38 Regulation Police revolver
is a 'i.shut brrt,h.loadin~ hand weapon. It is pro­
dme-d ~ ith a ~olid framt and a swing-out t}'J>e
nf q·lindtr, havinK 'j chambers around a central
axis )00 that 'i shots may be fired before reloading
is ntlMsar)'. The ""eapon may be fired either single
a..,.·tion or douhle anion, and l·Ol-king the hammer
by either method ,·auses the cylinder to rotate and
aliRn the next ,'hambt'r with the barrel. The rate
of 6rt is limited only by the dexterity of the oper·
atur in rdoading the 'l'linder and his ability to
aim tht weapon and pull the trigger.

Loading and firing this revolver is a compara·
tively simple operation, as follows:

Push the thumbpiece forward. This will re·
lease the cylinder so that it may be swung out to
the left side for loading. Holding the gun so that
the cylinder is in its outermost position, and with
the muzzle pointing downward, insert cartridges
in the charge holes making certain that they are
firmly seated. Return the cylinder to its original
position in the frame, pressing it firmly into place
to make sure that it locks in alignment. The gun
is now ready to fire.

In single action shooting the hammer is pulled
or cocked to its extreme rearward position. The
gun may then be fired by merely pressing the trig­
ger. This t}'pe of shooting is used for deliberate fire
where there is time to sight the gun carefully and
squeeze the trigger in an unhurried fashion. It is
also used in competitivc shooting for not only slow
fire but also for timed fire, whereby 20 seconds are
allowed for the firing of each 5 shots, and rapid
fire wherc 10 seconds arc allowed for the firing of
each 5 shots.

There is time cven in rapid fire shooting for
the deliberate handling of the gun in single aCtion
fashion just so long as the function is performed
without loss of time and in a definite cadence
whereby the cycle will be completed within the
allocated time.

Where time or other circumstances do not
allow for single action fire the revolver is used
double action. To fire double action all that is
necessary is to align the weapon with the object
which you wish to hit and pull the trigger firmly
all of the way to the rear. This will cause the
hammer to rise to its full cocked position and then
fall to explode the cartridge. and as previously
stated the only limit to the speed with which a
weapon can be manipulated in this fashion will be
determined by the dexterity of the shooter. This
type of shooting is required in combat work or
under emergency conditions where the gun must
be used with great speed.

To extract the (ICed cases prcsS" the thumbpicce
forward and swing the cylinder out to the left side.
Turn the gun muzzle upward and holding the
C}·linder in its extreme outward position press down
sharply on the extractor rod. This will ejcct thc
fired cases down and out of the gun. which is now
ready to reload.

Safety Precaations
Before proceeding to usc this weapon, a word of
caution is in order. This gun is as safe to handle
and use as we can make it, but there is no foolproof
firearm. Used correctly by a competent person the
re\'olver is one of the safest handguns. There are
many safety rules but those found below are basic,
and should be observed rigidly unlil they become
second nature.

1. The gun must always be checked for live am­
mUPlllon when picked up, drawn from the holster,
or h<1nded to or accepted from another individual.

2. The gun should always be holstered except
when drawn for a definite purpose.

3. Ne\'er point the revolver at anything that you
do nOt intend to shoot.

4. Do not cock the guo unless you intend to
shoot it. Do not even insert the finger in the trigger
guard uneil you are ready to fire. .

5. Dry-snapping, even with dummy carttldgt>S,
should be di..couraged unless same is performed on
a regular targt:t range or at a known inanimate
target object.

6, When the handgun is out of the holst~r and
held in a ready position, be absulutcly certain that
it is not pointing at any part of )'oursel~ or t~e. r:er ·
sons of others who are in yonr immediate VICIOJty.

7. Beware of obstructions 10 the barrel. If, when
firing, a weak or peculiar report is heard, cease
firing at once and inspect the barrel for ~n o~struc­
tion. A stuck bullet, ot" any other object In the
barrel. should be removed immediately, since even
a plu~ of mud, snow,.twigs, or an abnormal q';lan­
tity of he:l\'Y grease 10 the bore, may result 10 a
bulged or burst barrel. ..

e, At all times treat the revolver as the preciSion
instrument that it actually is.
MAKI SAn GUN HANDLING A HAIIT, 56W U.S.A.


